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Madam Speaker 
Clr Booi Koerat 
Councillors and Officials 
Members of the Public 
 
I am deeply humbled to accept the responsibility of becoming 
the first-ever woman Executive Mayor of Kouga. 
 
Accepting this responsibility as a woman demonstrates to all that 
our movement, the African National Congress, is sincere when it 
says there shall be equal representation in leadership positions. 
 
I hope it is also a sign to all women in South Africa that we are 
ready to have the first-ever woman President in our country. 
 
Fellow Councillors, 
 
This is not an occasion for me to make fancy speeches. I have 
received this baton from the able leadership of Clr Booi Koerat, 
who also allowed history to be made in Kouga during his lifetime. 
Thank you, former Executive Mayor, for making sure that South 
Africa lives up to its constitutional values of non-racialism, non-
sexism and democracy. 
 
Madam Speaker, 
 
I have already indicated that this is not an occasion to celebrate. 
We have a responsibility that we are all obliged to deliver. Former 
President Nelson Mandela would have advised us that this is simply 
a moment to take a breather before we continue, for the long 
walk to a better life has not yet been fully achieved. 
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Fellow Councillors, 
 
There are service delivery challenges ahead of us. The quality of 
our leadership will not be measured by good speeches but 
through collective action. 
 
Councillors, 
 
My first act as Executive Mayor is to confirm the Mayoral 
Committee as follows: 
 

• Clr Booi Koerat – Special Programmes in the Office of the 
Mayor 

• Clr Vernon Stuurman – Retains his position as portfolio head 
of Finance, Admin, Monitoring & Evaluation 

• Clr Thandeka Maseti – retains her position as portfolio head 
of Social Services 

• Clr Phumzile Oliphant – retains his position as portfolio head 
of Local Economic Development  

• Clr Virginia Camealio-Benjamin – retains her positions as 
portfolio head of Tourism & Creative Industries 

• Clr Patrick Kota – retains his position as portfolio head of  
Infrastructure, Planning and Development 

 
I know as a matter of fact that I join a collective of councillors who 
have long been in these positions and are true leaders in their own 
right. However, it is also true that I myself have been deployed as 
the Executive Mayor for the remainder of the term. 
 
I must also take this opportunity to once again congratulate all 
who have laid the foundation before me. Your actions, 
experiences and ability have made it possible for me to take over 
with such ease. 
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Members of the public can also be assured of continuity and 
stability as this transition was well planned and carefully executed. 
 
The ANC remains in charge and will continue to be in the next 
term. I am inviting all members of the Mayoral Committee to 
continue rendering their services to our people with the 
commitment they deserve. 
 
It is my policy, above that of the organisation that has employed 
me and the Council that I am honoured to lead, to have an open 
door and to listen to all the people and benefit from their 
experience and aspirations. This municipality does not need good 
plans and well-set targets only. We need to work together across 
the political divide. 
 
Finally, I accept this honour on your behalf, my leaders, and on 
behalf of all women of this municipality and the province as a 
whole. My success and challenges will also be yours and theirs. 
 
I thank you.     
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